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yuention
newered

than

Prosently, woe went bunek to the et
ters and dlisocted them, coldly and
eritically, sdntence by o, and
while the woird Infloencs ol they
Bad exerted upon e ot the trat rond
g lonereased, atimulnted possibly by
the Incident of the 1 wtlll wae
reached o certaln (g I, tommon
scnae vicw as to thelr or for we
eame o koo In them what we he-
Heved 1o be the hand of o religlous
nnntic, Certaln expre ni. We cons
cluded, were quolption if thev un-n-.l
mot Biblical, they were thinly of
sncred genesis. And the  discavery
waR not reasyuring It lont, Indeed,
an added prick 1o the pstiurbation we
already cexperiencod,

Nor did the absenee of n specified

date

for the second promised demon

stration of power tend w wlicve our
wneaxinea®.  To this allonce we founi
the nome of cunning eruelty. Any duy,
at nny lour, xome  other mystifyving,
soultarturing locident win  labla o
oceur

1 irled to argue that (he seventh day
was implled, Wgasmuch ss the second
pole wae recelVed on the sime day of
the month as the first, and was o mera
continuation of the origloal threat
But my contontion lacked the intrinsle
alrength w) currles  convietion,
and, as Cam put i, we could only
“watch nnd waeit,;” for the communl-
callons offércd no alterpatlve They
made no demand which bolug com-
plied with would avert pennity. Only

tmplacable and Inevitable retribution,
ealm, patlent, and determined, offused
“from every Hoe.

But, in enlte of Cameron's evident
anxlety—nand in uning that term | am
wery mildly stating his obvious condl
tion of mind—he wmternly refusod to
eonsult oither the police or the private
dotectives.

“You may not know.” he explatpned.
*“that | am largely intérested In a cer
]'lﬂ Hue of Industrial enterprises, the
mhmres of which sve beved op the New
\Weaek U.ock Exchange Should the pub-
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wliowe py 1 the dimance Fhere
re no towering, umbrageous trece Lo
interrupt the outlonk: opls low, vare
fully trimned whirubs, adorning a
serivE of martble sculpraredotiod fer
meew, well below the e of vidlon
e the Cameron place, reflecting the
sbury  ponchant for arborloyltyre
o 1he  revorsg. The pro ét

nnd
fon s all green vintas

the windown
ol muans

a perspectives, with only &
ghint of sunsparkled waves, olitinee.
eaupht betwesn gray boles or when
the wind sprendis n momentary open
me in the follage

My way to Cameron's led through a
verituble forest of such luxurinnt loaf
that the path more thany hall the
In twilight, while rlicht
amd left the shadows deepencd Into
durk In the clolstral recosses of the
woodland beart. The sllence wan jiro
found. No volee of bird nor scurrying
foot of equirrel Invaded the morning
hugh of those ramous depths. My own
foutstepn on the soft tur! returned no

nRe

time wWin Lt

sotnd
A Lplt-mile or more 1 kad walked In
thld mute greonwood peace, when

lear there echoed through
the crack of n
to # sidden, Involug-

aliarp and
the verdur
pud 1 came
halt

uisles

us
fll‘."
tury

Then N occurred to me that it was the |

third day of the open senkon for rall
birda, und that ft was the report of o

shot-gun 1 had weard, Ared by momie
sportaman, off on tha shapa, there, to
my lit. And #o | resumsd iny tramn

with care keenn for a ripetition. Al
most immedinteiy | was rewarded, and
then | knew that it was no rall bird
gunter, for the shot was unmistakably
n rifle ahot, and it was fired In tho
depth of the wood, to the left of mn
Three times more I heard it, fn falr
Iy mapld succession, and sounding al
woys from about the same direction |
catnot say thut It gave me any un
easiness, but it perplexed me In a mild
way, arousing a passing curlosity ne
to iis object. Aud then, T eame out
upon the wellkept, gravelled drive
which circles the close-cropped, vel
voly Cameron lawn, and eatching

vorandahs of [

moron himaelf, in
with
Rus
kot nll

veofid

me NeTor the il o mes:
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and 1
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woolr discu | 4 - nig
r | ArHer ne
b Behingd him e i
Ide, ared with hunds in pockets, n
od my apenlng ‘But 1 want to show
o thnt we have bhoen In very muel
the positlon ne tho wondering
who wateh the prestidigi
tour We huve imapgined wpomothing
gmnzingly like 4 mirndie 1
poilt £ Ot is capuble of a v
ple, commonplace explanation’
| *“You mean the outtlng out of t)
I head of the portrait? he saked, wit!
kindling intorest
1 o
] “You hnve dlecoversd how it war
done, hefore my oves, #0 to apeak
nnd yot-—
I "1 have discovered how It may bave
been done,” [ interrupred

He moved hig head junt percoptihly
from eide to slde In skeptical gesture

“The door of this room la seldom
locked ™" 1 queried, Ignocing the (nd:
Leated skepticiem,

“Nover loeked,™
| "1t would be quiMe posalble for any
one, knowing thuat you were absent
| to spend an hour or 8o here, unlnter
rupted

“Any ona®" he gquestioned

YAny one who had gained entrapee

ho answered

to the house” | amplified

"Oh, yes, T presume 8o "

“"They would have ample time to
clear a spice on the  booksholves,
| climb up, und carefully cut out  the

| head, or auny part, or the whole of n
portrlt, If they were so Inclined?”

I prused for his nneswer, but he only
| smiled with a sort of incredulous tol
| ETRne

“Would they not Inslsted. Hut
Cameron wid most perversa this morn-
ing

"My dear Clyde,” he scoffed,
what use |s all this? The portralt was
e, aof while | was absent, but skhjle
| was pTesemi. 3 saw i rwmplete at
three o'ciock, at twelve minutes past
thres, 1t was mutilnted."”

“My contention (8" 1 explained.
quite patlently, “ibat while you saw
it complete gt threeo o'clock, the cut
hid alrendy been made, but the cut
partion had not been removed. In
nther words, the cutting having been
deftly done with u thin, sharp knlfe, it
was perfectly feasible to leave the por-
iralt apparently Intact, though with
the alightest effort the lucised portion
‘ould subsequently be released—with,
ay, & piece of cord, glued to the back

o 1

‘or thms sspecial purpose,”
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W i 8 mingla Irpose
oy to Cameron what
on important theory—
this, 1 reallzed now
v bope, a confidetice
t T nhonld weo Evolyn, | was

Mdead, (o0 regrot that 1 had
not wilted Wl the kefinels, and
Clhomeron’s invitation for

would doubtless have
words at Jeast with

1

1 ey

lunchvon, wl

InEured

my i a6 of Youth
While vn the verge of thin self-re
ali my spirtie suddenly lifted, for
1 am whintle having dled away
n dintapce nnd the  fepldoered
'I:nrlu.r-r having relapsed Into &
plensed chirp that merely accented

the atilloees, there broke nll at onee
on the me cilm of the woodland the
sllver sweetness of a girl's singing.
Clear und resonant 1t mang through the
forest alales: n voles | knew beyond
mistaking. Evelyn Grayson wos com-
Ing towards me over tho socented turf,
Still hidden by n bond In the path, the
melody alone measured for me her ap
proneh, It wam o French chapson ahe
was [Ntng, o lyric of Baudelnire's, of
which w¢ wers buth fond

Bweat musle wwoeps me ke the sea
Taward my pale star
Whether the vlouds bte there or all the

nlr be

1 anil afar
And then shie came around the turn
At first she did not ses me, for her
eyes were lifted with her volee, and |
bad time to mark the foscinnting
grace of her long, free atride, before
she became conscious of my presence

and checked and shoriened 1t,  She
ware o frock of white serge, the
skirt’s edge nt her ankles, revealing

dalnty, snowy buckakin tles and just a
peep of white allk hose. And her
flowerlike face looked out threugh o
framo of Leghorn straw  and pink
roses, tled snugly beeealh her softly

| rounded chin with the Almiest of long,

floating white vells. You can imagine
the pleture she made, there in this
green glade, with her blg blue eyes

alight with glad surprise, and the
warm blood suddenly risen In her
checks,

“You trumt!" | eried, In jocular rep-
rimand, “Are you always going to run
awny when 1 vislt Cragholt?"

Bhe pouted prettily. 1 dotest & wom-
an who pouts, ordinnrlly, There In
usually much palpable affectation about
it, Bul Evelyn's pouting was winsome
as an Infant's. Besides it was only
momaentary. Then her eyes fianhed and
ber foot waa planted wery hard. for

with felgned in

) =

tuch a tiny thing, on the groen grass
blieten
“I'm not a trunnt,” she declared,

lignation, "and I never

Ila(uu_..: of runging away, That's just
yYour concelted monly  Imagination
\nu f1| v ottt evervihin I do eun
" je, wud thut Iy your
vy, wis I 1o know you
yitig um w morning exll®
I canght her up,  “"What
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il mo w0 shamefully st
vuldn’t have minded this
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When 1 renovered componra 1

found Fvel buck wilfully awny
he o 1 lov

T Hop “& very
ory goofd mat

Byl whie b ovom get WY1 asdted
erl LS oy know where It

v g

o] de wnn Aam grave as [
wigd

] L ef ta n tree he nt
Mmooy Waisn't 1t add® How do
U A there It Ik

ralt  thnt  hang  'n I

Robivrt's study I you suppoae he
grew (o dislike f0 and cut IV up and
threw It nwny ™

Now T found mysell In gome 1t
embirasamont It 1 wan 1o ohey
Camoron's etlon 1 could not tell |
Evelvn the trutl Yer 1 was g no
position to make light of her find, On |

the utl
Just

o hund 1 m
where ehe hod come upon it, and
80 traee, I possible, the person who
ot fired the shots which riddled 1t

“My denr girl”
tons af enjolery, “we have here, |
think, o matter In which we both tan
be of service—very valunble eoivice,
indeed, 1o that beloved uncle and
gusrdian of yours, But, you mus’ trust
me, absolutely, and, for the present at
lenxt, ¥ou must give to him no hint of
What we have In hand. Do you un.
derpiand

She Iaughed In that merry rippling
fashion which 1 had found mnot the
leant of her charms.

"o 1 understand?®’  ahe repoatod,
laylug & hand on my arm in emphasia
of her smused tolérance. “Do | un-
derstand?  OF course I don't, and 1
shan't, untll you have answered at
leasit a balf-dozen whys and whata

“Hut you must trust me,” 1 Insisted,

“nnd an primary evidence of that trust |

you will procecd at onoe to hand over
to me, for examination, that samewhat

damaged plece of portralture whick

you are holding behind you.”
Yery wide her eyes opened In an In-

pocent, slmost infantile siare, as sbo
aaked
"“Do you really menan 8, Philip™

"Really,” | answered, gravely. “I'd
like 1o tell ¥ou all about it, right here
noed now, but that might spoll every-
thing, #o you must Ahow what n strong
womanly woman you are, by keeping
silenee and waltlng."

In token of complinnes she
me the oval plece of canvae,

“1 wonder who punched the holes
in 1t whe remarked, ruefully. "Who
ever It was, they were shockingly du
respectiul.”

I tried to faney what wshe wnuid
have sald bad she known they were
bullet boles. Evidently that posaibil.
fty had not occurved to her and | was
glud that it had not,

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Grandehild of Gewrge tit,

The Grand Duchess Augusta Caro-
line of Meckionburg-Strelitz, Europe's
oldest princoss, celebrated her =™
birthduy recently B8he is the
surviving grandohild of Geoma

lenrn from ber |
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CONSTIPATION

Munvon's Paw-Paw
Pillaars uplik=all oth-
er laxutives or cathar-
tics  They cous the
liver into activity by
pentle methods, they
da noet scour, they dé
net gripe; they do not
weaken! but they do
wtartall thy secr
of the liver and
ach e o way that soon
pats these orgaus in &
headthy condition and

Munson's Paw-Faw

torrects constipation.

| Pills are a tonic to the stomach, liver and

nerves. They invigorate iostead of weaken;
they enrich the blpod insead of impovar-

ishing it; they enable the slomach to |4t all
the nourishmant from food that ia pat inte
it. Price 25 cents Al Druggists
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BUFFERER FOR 25 YEARS.

Mre 1L M. Fleenor, R F. D, 33 Otter
b tl., writes: 1 had been g sulfor
er from Kidney ‘Trouble for nbout 44
bl 1 finally got so bnl t 1 had

- i i work, and
i * doetor [atled to Jdo

"J(’ o any goud, T kept

\ , v all the

L.:;; A and It

t_l ‘l. ‘ '."‘ w inil

M M .J"-" uf the Hiaddor

& AR 1 hatl miven up
e, Al B T up

5 : > 'ﬁ, all ‘hop whnn one

L ?n.. I recelyed your
n linle bookist wlver

R. M. Fleenor. tulug your pllis, sud
b ghd i to try them. 1 @1, and ook
mily two © s, and 1 am now spund

ad well. | reg my cure a8 remurk

ule. 1 ean recommend Dodd's Kiduey
"lln to ounn who is m|l’f|rmr‘ from
Aldney Trogble Write to Mr
inor nbout this w il romody
Dodd's Kidury Pills, H0c. pur box at
our denler or Dm‘ds Medioine
uffale, N. Y. Write for Housol
dinty, also musie of Natlonnl Ant)
tEngliah and Germun waorde) and recl
o for daluty dlaben. All 3 sent free
LY,
Nervousntss Explained.

The youagp ian entersd the prosd
Topt's i t Lo st on ane Tt
aud then on the other He dropped
his iniikerehiel and umbrellis
Allogether be was w0 highly duveloped
case of HOrYoussens

Waell, well,” alidd  the employor

Out with 1w!"

“I have come, sir,” sadd the young
man, and then began to stammer

“Waoll, sprak up Have you come
to usk for the hand of my daughto

or 4 raise ln sainry ™

“# you please, wir” stommered the

Young rwun, “it's ol —Exelinnge
Why, the Mean Thing.

"Thire's a sad cose'” sald Mrs
dones, an she Inld the Papor on hes
knees apd wiped her spectacles. “A
bride strock dumb after leaving the
wltar, and by last accounts she hadn'
recovered her spoesch.”

“IU's the way of the world, my
dear,” sald old Mi. Jones, with a sigh
“It's the way of the world Bome mey
have all the luck P.LR

Onto It.

Hiobbs - Skinnum I trylog to pro
mote a new mining company.  d yvou
full for 1t?

Slobbs—No

L] FTHE COUGH - CURE
TOSTOIT o }:n ™E

i+ 1 tumbled

I “r In-\r A 1h 1 Ly lml:-lrrhlllnlln
lie.| il PURTERS AN HI*TIC 1N
t ruron In noe day. Fuoll dmrr:lnm lul: M
bottle. e b BLOL

Pa'- Exglanatlon.
“Why did Diogenes go around with
& lontérn, pa?™ 1l suppodss the auto
mobile lnw rogoired IL"

To Women

If 301 2= eonvinced that
youar sicknesa is because of
vome derangement ar dis-

£
Do Not Delay

{m uught at once bring
Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription
m':-qa affeeted and tones
the entire system.
a._,l_n_pp_lss B Ny

E It acts directly on the
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